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Water quality monitoring
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Why monitor water quality?

There are many reasans why people
monitor water quality. Determining why you
want to monitor is as important as determin-
ing what, when and where.

1. Monitoring helps defermine baseline
conditions. Baseline data provide reference
points against which future measurements
can be compared. Baseline information that is
gathered year-round, for example, can help
determine seasonal trends and variations.

2. Monitoring can help identify problem spots
or events when significant and detrimental
changes show up in the physical, chemical, or
hiological characteristics of a water body. In
this case the monitoring program is usually
designed to compare characteristics from up
and downstream aof a suspected site, from
befare and after an event, or between one
water body and another very similar water
body.

3. Monitoring can also help natural resource
managers determine if certain management
practices that have been put in place to
remedy a problem are warking. For example,
monitaring might be used to show that
sediment barriers at a construction site are
effectively reducing sediment-filled runoff
entering a stream.

4, Sometimes the purpose of manitoring is
strictly educational. This type of monitoring
project is designed to teach people abhout the
characteristics of water, what factors affect
those characteristics, and how to conduct
water quality tests.

5. Water quality monitoring can be both an
inspiration for and a result of environmental
stewardship. Monitoring means watching

and is a way of actively keeping irack of the
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